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he Quiet Corner is a wonderful place to visit and 
| explore during the winter season! Downtown 

Putnam offers monthly events including the Fire 
& Ice Festival, a Valentine’s Event, and the O’Putnam 
5K in March. In this issue of the Putnam Traveler we 
give you some wonderful places to explore, whether 
you enjoy cooking, exploring the outdoors, arts & crafts 
and so much more. Enjoy a scenic drive to visit our 
historic town greens including Thompson Hill to view 
the beautifully crafted stone wall at Marianapolis Prep. 
Also, enjoy visiting the shops and restaurants located in 
Putnam, Pomfret, Woodstock, Thompson and Brooklyn. 
There is something hear for everyone! Visit www. 
PutnamTraveler.com to learn more and read past issues! 
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INSIDE: 


Local Advertisers... Downtown Putnam Events...This 


: issue of the Putnam Traveler features...Stepping into the 


cheerful Seven Seas store in Dayville is a treat for the 
senses as the colorful, shop brims with the smell of fresh 
spices, teas, olive oils and essential oils. The atmosphere 


: is heightened by the lively personality of owner Tracey 


Mycroft, and her mother, Penny Singer, who are very 


: well-versed in the products being offered... If you’ve 
: never visited an arboretum, a surprise awaits, a little gem 


on a hillside in Woodstock. It fits the definition of an 
arboretum perfectly: a park-like area with many different 
trees or shrubs that are grown for study or display. 

The Palmer Arboretum was planted more than 100 







: years ago!... Tunk City Revival, the artisan marketplace 

: on Danielson’s Main Street, showcases the work of a 

: selection of Windham County’s talented crafters. A crafts 
: classroom where kids and adults can find inspiration and 
get intouch with their creative side is, well, the inspiration 
: of Rena Masson, its proprietor....Stone by stone, the 

: boundary wall between Thompson’s Route 193 and 

: the Marianapolis Prep athletic fields has been rebuilt 

: enhancing the campus boundary...learn more about 

: the builders Custom Mason Construction Firm...John 

: Bennett, owner of Hi Vale Farms (located in Putnam)... 

: devotes his time and talent to doing what he loves best: 

: training and driving horses and teaching other horse 

: lovers how to hone their skills and enjoy the experience. 
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CAKE CONTEST, 30FT INFLATABLE IGLOO, CHARACTER APPEARANCES , SPECIALS AND MORE! 


This event is free entry. No experience necessary to enter the contests! Prizes awarded. 
Visit discoverputnam.com for more information. 


Run, walk, jig or jog! 
Great event for young and young-at-heart. 
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THE 
COURTHOUSE 


GPutnam 5K 


& Wee Mile 


Sree rena March 10th 


Canal Street, Putnam, CT 


Start Time: 5K —- 1:00 PM 
Kids Wee Mile -— 12:30 PM 


REGISTER TODAY! 
www. HartfordMarathon. com * (860) 65288366. 
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Seven Seas 


Spices, Oils & Teas is a feast for the senses 


Stepping into the cheerful Seven Seas store in Dayville is a treat for the senses as the 


colorful, shop brims with the smell of fresh spices, teas, olive oils and essential oils. 


The atmosphere is heightened by the lively personality of owner Tracey Mycroft, and her 


mother, Penny Singer, who are very well-versed in the products being offered. 


BY NANCY P. WEISS 


even Seas grew out of Tracey Mycroft’s interest 
in cooking and world travel. She first opened a 

store in Plainfield in 2015. 

“We love to cook and travel. My husband and I 
make a point of visiting spice and olive oil stores around 
the world. We’ve taken inspiration from markets in 
Paris, London and California. We decided to open a store 
in this area because we wanted good quality ingredients 
nearby,” she said. 

Mycroft grew up in northeastern Connecticut and 
lives in Canterbury. She graduated from the Vocational- 
Agriculture program at Killingly High School and took 
business classes at Quinebaug Valley Community 
College. As the owner of Paws-N-Klaws, a mobile dog 
grooming business, she learned how to meet the needs 
of her customers, a lesson she applies to Seven Seas as 
well. 

Customers at Seven Seas want quality olive oils and 
balsamic vinegars. Tracey Mycroft researched sources for 
pure oils and found Veronica Foods from California. The 
company is so intent on maintaining the quality of the 
oil they sell that they bought and oil mill in Tunisia. Oils 
are also sourced from Spain, Chile, California and Italy. 

Shiny containers of olive oil line the walls of the 
store. Tasting the oil before purchasing is encouraged. 
With 30 oils in stock, customers can fine tune their 
preferences and try new flavors such as blood orange 


olive oil, a summer favorite. 

Seven Seas carries over 200 different spices, 
including traditional single herbs and spices as well as 
spice blends, assorted salts, peppers and peppercorns. 
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: The spices are imported from all over the world, often 


through the auspices of brokers who work directly with 
spice farmers. Tracey Mycroft found a source of saffron 
through a connection to a family in Afghanistan that 


: handpicks the delicate spice. Saffron and other spices are 


fresh as they are bought in small quantities, generally 5 


3 pound bags, except for the ever popular dried garlic that 


comes in 25’ bags. Customers purchase 
the spices in three sizes: a l-ounce jar, 
4-ounce bag or by the pound. 

Unique spice blends have caught the 
attention of chefs at Prime Steakhouse at 
Foxwoods Casino and Caputo’s Italian 
Restaurant among others. Mycroft 
creates proprietary blends for them and 
often works with area chefs on specific 
flavor notes from spices, special salts and 
peppers. Home cooks as well as chefs are 
especially fond of the house made garlic 
blend. Chili spices are a popular product, 
especially for chili cook-offs. Seven Seas 
has even been invited to be the spice 
vendor at a large food market projected to 
open soon in Hartford. 


ARCHAMBAULT INSURANCE ASSOCIATES 


REAL PEOPLE. GREAT SERVICE. 
We are dedicated to serving our 
¥ 


customers and community. 


143 Providence St., Putnam, CT 860-928-0811 
136 Main St., Danielson, CT 860-779-5030 


www. Archambaultins.com 
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Thirty different balsamic vinegar blends are also 
available for tasting and for sale. The inventory includes 
a wide variety from traditional to flavored. Seasonal 
favorites are fig and lemon as well as grass mint 
balsamic. Customers are amazed at the taste, Mycroft 
says. The balsamic is aged in barrels and imported 
from Medona, Italy, which makes them true balsamic 
vinegars. 

Wide selection of teas is available from China, 


: Japan, South Africa and India. Along with white, green, 


and black teas, Seven Seas offers bush teas and herbal 
blends. 

“We make herbal tea blends ourselves. Teas to aid 
in sleep are especially popular. I have trouble sleeping 
and use them myself. We offer samples for customers to 
find exactly what appeals to them,” Mycroft said. 

Mycroft is learning all she can about essential 
oils. She was drawn to the unguents by her own desire 
to make sure that she know the ingredients in the 
products she uses on her own body. In the center aisle 
of Seven Seas, there is an array of essential oils, butters, 
lotions, soaps, natural 
cleaning sprays and 
natural deodorants. The 
diffuser blends give off a 
pleasant, natural scent. 
Customers enjoy testing 
the various oils, the teas, 
vinegars, spices and 
natural body products 
and are pleased to find 
natural products they can 
use at home. The chance 
to actually experience 
tastes and scents before 
purchasing makes each 
visit special. 





Seven Seas is an exotic oasis in Dayville. Customers 
open the door to a world of exciting scents and tastes. 
Tracey Mycroft and her mother curate a world tour 
through olive oils, balsamic vinegars, an array of spices, 
teas, essential oils, body creams and lotions. 


Seven Seas Spices, Oils and Teas is located at 

559 Hartford Pike, Ste C, Dayville, CT. Hours are 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 10am-5-pm, Tuesday, 
Thursday: 10am-6:30pm, Saturday - 10am-7pm. 


(860)415-EVOO (3866) 
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Welcome to 


“,.. one of the most spectacular settings for a wedding in 
all of Connecticut” - Connecticut Magazine 





Call for an appointment for your personal tour of the estate 
and visit our website for a preview www.gwyncareginn.com 
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For First Time or Returning 
Visitors Woodstock’s Palmer 
Arboretum ts a Sensory Delight 
Throughout the Year 


If you’ve never visited an arboretum, a surprise awaits, a little gem on a hillside in Woodstock. It 


fits the definition of an arboretum pertectly: a park-like area with many different trees or shrubs 


that are grown for study or display. The Palmer Arboretum was planted more than a hundred 


years ago, but it’s not been a happy-ever-after story. Happily, it is now being revived by a vital 


group of “dedicated volunteers,” who are tending the site for visitors’ education and enjoyment. 


BY CAROLINE SLOAT 


he 

arboretum 

isona 
steep hillside that 
levels off at the 
bottom. “It is quiet, 
especially when 
you get away from 
Route 169,” says 
Bill Brower, who 
recently stepped 
down as chair 
having served on 
the committee for a 
decade. During that 
time, he says, the 
number of visitors 
has increased, 
along with the 
expert advice that 
supplements the 
work of the master 
gardeners and 
master naturalists 
on the committee. 
Twenty-six trees 
have been identified 
with numbered 
plaques keyed 
to a self-guided 
tour found ona 
laminated sheet that may be borrowed (and returned!). 
from the kiosk by visitors (and returned!). The head 
of the UConn Arboretum Committee has reviewed the 
trees and listed problems that need to be addressed. 
“We have almost finished removing invasive plants 
such as euonymus, bittersweet, and poison ivy that 
spread from the surrounding woods.” Bet Zimmerman 
Smith has put in some birdhouses, for bluebirds and 
other nesting birds. There are a number of benches for 
visitors. Some have been purchased, but “when we lost 
the Catawba, a huge tree, Matt Sheldon made a table 
and three chairs from the wood.” Sheldon and his sons 


“To Bean or 
not to Bean...?” 
.1IS It really a question? 

breakfast 
lunch & dinner 
daily specials 
beer & wine 
gluten free options 
~ outdoor patio ~ 


860-928-1562 
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finished clearing the 
site and built a sixty- 
foot long bridge over 
the wetland. 

The small 
committee that cares 
for the arboretum 
meets monthly, 
frequently on site, in 
addition to guiding 
tours and other 
projects, such as 
weeding. It hasn’t 
always been that way. 

The arboretum 
was established by 
Minerva (Minnie) 
Palmer Dean. She 
attended Woodstock 
Academy from 1851 
until 1854, lived on 
Roseland Park Road at 
the time. After a long 
absence, she returned 
to Woodstock where 
she had family roots. 
During her time away, 
she married a wealthy 
paper baron and they 
maintained a gilded 
age lifestyle with a 
large home in Weston, Massachusetts and a luxurious 
yacht in Florida where they five months each year. 
They were generous benefactors, a spirit that Minnie 
brought back when she returned to Woodstock to build 
a house some sixty years after graduating from the 
Academy. She also built Palmer Memorial Hall as an 
indoor gathering place for the community and planted 
an arboretum on the east-facing hillside for outdoor 
enjoyment. Her original concept was to create a green 
passage between Roseland Park and the houses on the 
hill. Donating the property to the town of Woodstock 
was also part of her plan. But the town initially declined 


Real 
CToxere 
Whole 


Yankee Magazine 
Editors’ Pick 
~ Connecticut’s 
Best Country Café ~ 


“This impossibly funky Connecticut restaurant is full of 
character (and characters), and 1s truly in a class by itself.” 
www.HiddenBoston.com 


450 deerfield road - pomfret - connecticut 
www.TheVanillaBeanCafe.com 
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the offer, and so for the next ten years, the property 
remained in the Dean family. After her death in 1925, 
she left the hall and the arboretum to the town in her 
will and this time the town accepted both. 

In her will, Minnie left her adjacent house to her 
niece Dr. Florence Dean Prosser and designated her as 
the overseer of the arboretum. However, her schedule 
as a physician didn’t allow much time to care for the 
arboretum, as well. Back then, when farming dominated 
Woodstock, the trees that Minnie had planted—native 
white oaks, English oak and a grove of Chamaecyparis, 
or false cypress, among them—would have stood out 
from the cleared fields. Dr. Prosser’s daughter Betty 
Poulin remembers sliding down on a toboggan-an 
excellent ride down that was paid for by the walk back 
up the hill. “Mother tried to teach my brother and me 
the names of the trees when we went to work in the 
arboretum,” Betty recalls, “but we were just having 
fun.” Her grandfather, who lived on Roseland Park 
Road, was a college professor interested in botany and 





he would walk through the woods with Betty and also 


try to explain the trees to her. Betty knew that Minnie 
Pearl, as she called her great aunt, “brought in lots of 
trees and bushes and had them laid out in an organized 
plan.” While this document has yet to surface, there is a 
list of the original trees at the town hall that guides the 
committee in their work. 

Dr. Prosser also made an effort to involve neighbors 
in the care of the arboretum. This finally bore fruit in 
the 1970s when a group that included Margot Cassedy, 


Arthur Manthorne, and Ruth Kimball stepped forward 
to clean up and preserve the arboretum. “My mother 
was very happy with Margot, who was instrumental in 
getting things cleaned up,” Betty recalls. By then, the 
arboretum looked abandoned and was overwhelmed 
with weeds and bittersweet. Manthorne went into this 
“jungle” with a chain saw to clear the underbrush and 
rediscover the plantings. Using the original list, he 
identified the trees and saved the healthy ones. When 
Dr. Prosser retired from her medical practice and moved 
to Florida, “she left Margot in charge.” 

Brower describes Margot Cassedy as “a phenomenal 
plants person.” During this period (mid-1970s to mid 
1980s) all of the smaller trees were planted. They 
include Chinese witch hazel that blossoms at the end 
of January. The summer blooming azaleas are fragrant, 
unlike their spring sisters. Stewartia has flowers that 
look like camellias when they bloom in mid to late 
summer and exfoliating bark for winter interest. The 
white flowers on the Carolina Silverbell appear in the 
spring before the leaves and in the fall their fruit has 
four wings. Fall is a time for its own display of end-of- 
season color. 

Part of reclaiming the arboretum has been the 
creation of a town committee that meets regularly to 
expend funds budgeted by the town, supplemented 
by gifts of money and time from the community. The 
committee is charged with keeping the trees and 
gardens in healthy condition, mowing the paths and 
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grassy areas, and adding trees, shrubs, and bulbs. 
Because it is outdoors, the site is susceptible to the 
weather—rain, wind, snow, drought—and requires 
vigilant attention. (An example is the storm that felled 
a false cypress. After it smashed into one of the patios 
created recently by Scott Selmecki as his Eagle Scout 
project arrangements were made to have the damage 
repaired. ) 

Funds from the town and other donations are used 
for replacing trees and making improvements. One 
investment has been the construction of a small stone 
bridge over a tiny stream that is formed by a spring 
in wet years and runs through the bottom of the site. 
Currently two acres, the arboretum was originally five 
and it is hoped that the part that was sold during the 
period of neglect might become available again. 

Philippa Paquette, a master naturalist and member 
of the committee, arranged for the meeting with Betty 
Poulin, who—along with her granddaughter continues 
to be interested in the arboretum. When conversation 
turned to current activities, Philippa described the 
project currently on her mind, an effort to mulch the 
wetland at the foot of the garden to be able to appreciate 
the spring that feeds the stream. She had twenty 
volunteers from Woodstock Academy lined up for a 
project to prevent the regrowth of skunk cabbage by 
spreading heavy layers of newspapers and cardboard 
and covering that with woodchips and mulch. (After 
weeks of planning, cold weather arrived forcing the 
postponement of this project to the spring.) Each year, 
hours of volunteer time are given by students from the 
Academy and Pomfret School for weeding and other 
projects. 

“There is something in bloom or something of 
interest most of the time. Not necessarily a swath of 
color, but look closely,” says Brower. Guides to looking 
closely include the Walkabout Guide to the trees and a 


Letterboxing project. Visitors-especially children-can 
follow clues to find the hidden boxes with a stamp pad 
to record the visit and leave a message. The guides are 
found in a kiosk near the entry—a recent addition to the 
arboretum that makes it more inviting and user-friendly. 
And if a visit inspires greater involvement as a volunteer, 
Brower encourages that too. Call Woodstock Town Hall 
or go to the Arboretum website for contact information. 


The Palmer Arboretum, 523 CT-169, Woodstock, CT 
06281. Park behind the Center for Woodstock History 
(formerly Woodstock Town Hall) 

Open year round; dawn to dusk. 

To arrange a tour, to volunteer, or with other 
questions, contact through the town of Woodstock: 
http://www.townofwoodstock.com/index.php/ 
boardscommissions/committees/arboretum- 
committee.html 

Letterboxing to print out or access in the arboretum- 
http://www.letterboxing.org/BoxView. 
php?boxnum=70297 


WORKS HOP 


Antique Flooring @ 
® Vintage Building Materials 


~@ Architectural Antiques @ 


www.oldwoodworkshop.com 


Giving old wood new life... 


THOMAS CAMPBELL 
193 Hampton Road, Pomfret Center, CT 06259 


860-655-5259 


“Open by chance or appointment” 
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WOODSTOCK BUILDING 
ASSOCIATES, LLC 


From design to completion 
Woodstock Building Associates works 
together to ensure consistently superior 
craftsmanship. Building costs are tailored to 
fit your budget without compromising quality. 
If you are looking for an experienced, 
organized, cost conscious builder, 
call Woodstock Building Associates today. 


REMODELING « NEW CONSTRUCTION 
KITCHENS & BATHS « PLUMBING ¢« AC/HEATING 


tba, 


HOME BUILDERS 


Woodstock Building Associates, LLC 
78 Prospect Street * Woodstock, CT 06281 
860.928.0897 
wbhahomes.com 


CT Home Improvement Contractor #565903 * CT New Home Construction Contractor #160 


ASSOCIATION 
OF CONNECTICUT, INC. 
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Danielson s funk City Revival 
Crafts, Classes, and a Shop for Your imagination to Roam 


Tunk City Revival, the artisan marketplace on Danielson’s Main Street, showcases the work of a selection of Windham County’s 
talented crafters. A crafts classroom where kids and adults can find inspiration and get in touch with their creative side is, well, the 
inspiration of Rena Masson, its proprietor. You can think of us as “where Pinterest meets Etsy,” says Masson with a laugh, referring to a 
HuffPo article about the Quiet Corner that included Tunk City. An artist and crafter, this entrepreneur developed the concept for her 
business after completing her art studies and participating in craft fairs and getting to know others on the circuit 
whose work she now showcases along with her own. 


BY CAROLINE SLOAT 


n example of Masson’s crafting is found in the 


name of her business: Tunk City Revival. “Tunk : Ors i ‘ oe er 
City” gestures to the community’s history. The hy on ‘ 
name derives from the unanticipated outcome > >. 3 | ‘\ 
of a nineteenth century feud. Should South Killingly Sa. ae Af : 
‘aw 







> 


build a new church or repair the old meetinghouse? ——<— f 

The offer of a new bell if the church stayed at its old KW ake | ee , 
location sealed the deal. When the tower was ready, GO - = a 
the bell was delivered, and a crowd gathered below to 3 oa 

hear it struck for the first time. But all they heard was 

Tunk-Tunk-Tunk, and the name Tunk City given tothe | » © 
neighborhood stuck. The “Revival” expresses Masson’s : 
wish to bring people back to Danielson. The bell might 
not have sounded a joyful peel, but Masson’s good 
humor and enthusiasm more than make up for it. 

The shop displays the work of “110 artists on Main 
Street. All of the offerings are hand made, repurposed, 
or up-cycled, with 80 percent of the work consigned 
originating in Windham County.” The stock ranges 
from fine art to knitted and crocheted wearable art. 


ib ewnsae W A 
WYNDHAM Sh! she ordinary. 


LAND TRUST, INC. 


AO. BOA G2 + POMFRET CESTER, OT uazay 


GIFTS, GATHERINGS, AND GARDENS 


Help us protect land in 


Northeast Connecticut See) Three showrooms. 
e@ |} One location. 


TAKE A HIKE! g of Endless possibilities. 
® 


Unique Gift Shop and Memorable Gatherings 107 Dresser Hill Rd, (Rte 31) 





Tea Parties, Special Dinners, Walk j og, sn owshoe. or ju st a a se a 
Cooking Classes, and Private Events : : ? — sacha 
589 POMFRET STREET meander on one of (y)our eee % Fe. = Complimentary design service available. 
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860-928-0009 Fe Sat 10-5 | SUN 12-5 harlton 


; = SPM w 5 FURNITURE 
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At the time of our visit, Masson, who still works craft 
shows, was preparing for a mermaid festival. She had 
made some sparkly tiaras with a seashore theme and 
some circlets with a fairy theme. In the window was a 
display of new arrivals from Paprika Press of Moosup. 
Eric Anderson who is versed in traditional techniques 
of block printing also adapts his designs for silkscreen 
and monotype printing. T-shirts, note cards, and bound 
books with a seasonal flair are produced in his quirky 
print shop and bindery. The personal products—natural 
goat milk soaps, lip balms, and deodorant-made by 
Hi-Ya Pop-Soap Company of Brooklyn can always be 
found at Tunk City, Masson describes these soaps as 
“works of art.” They are colorful and clever, some pretty 
and feminine, while others have guy and kid appeal. 
Such surprises as werewolf soap with, yes, a full moon; a 
farmer’s soap with an orange “carrot” growing in brown 
“soil”; and another black base with zombie motif. While 
these soaps can sometimes be found at local farmers’ 
markets, they can always at Tunk City Revival. 

Laura Taylor is the resident fiber artist and sources 
“great yarns” for her work. Examples of her knitted and 
crocheted items are on display, but she also accepts 
custom orders. During the winter months, she hosts 
stitch nights for women to work on their projects or 
learn new techniques....and of course, chat. 

Erica Treaster is a water colorist, who also teaches 
yoga and art classes. Her prints, notecards, and ceramic 
tiles are on display. Masson makes—and offers classes 
in--sea-glass jewelry with wire wrap, as well as packaging 
kits for many of the class projects. She also creates 
hand-painted signs, many with seasonal expressions, 
often using salvaged materials~such as old saws—with 
sayings relating to hard work. On her workbench were 
signs made for weddings, part of Masson’s collaboration 
with bridal customers of the nearby Trinket Shop. 
Indeed, that working with other Main Street merchants 
is a feature of Masson’s approach. “All the businesses 
are here to build up community,” she says. She likes 
to visit Heart and Home and other shops, that “may 
seem similar, but we are all different and we can direct 
customers to one another.” That includes a discount for 
bridal customers at the Trinket Shop, some of whom 
have chosen Tunk City Revival as a venue for bridal 
showers and parties that include a craft activity. 

Indeed, the classes and group activities are a major 
feature of Tunk City Revival. Masson’s space is divided 
into the store itself and a classroom brimming with 
supplies. The fall series of adult craft classes are held 
each Wednesday from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m., Each week 
there is a different project including a harvest grapevine 
wreath, a pumpkin paint night and seasonal crafts 
heading into Halloween and Thanksgiving. The fee is 
based on the materials used, $10 to $25. Workshop 
Wednesdays from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. are friendly get- 
togethers for adults (BYOB). 

Other dates and projects are geared toward kids 
and run after school, from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. These 
include Very Potter Saturdays on October 27. To register, 
call the shop or on Facebook. 

And then, there are parties! These are especially 
good for anyone whose home is too small for a crowd 
of kids or adult friends, these include an activity with 


refreshments provided by the family or other host. But a 
party is also portable and Masson will come to you with 
all the materials needed to make the selected project. 

Birthday parties for children are priced either per 
child or at a group rate. They include a craft project 
to take home and space to serve cake or other food. 
And, Masson emphasizes, “we clean up.” Examples of 
other parties include girls night out, birthdays, family 
reunions, bridal showers, bridal parties, graduation, end 
of sports season, teachers night out, staff retreats, and 
fundraisers. Scout troops have also held meetings at 
the shop with fun activities that are part of their badge 
work. Projects are tailored to the interests of the group, 
with suggestions that include “dude stuff.” Masson has 
great ideas for a slime-themed event (catch it this fall as 
a drop-in at Killingly Parks and Rec on October 25 from 
3:00 to 5:00 p.m.) as well as making a dinosaur, robot, 
or a hedgehog, also emoji and zombies. Even ugly 
monsters! 

Masson’s academic training is in art. Ten years 
ago, she earned her associate’s degree at Quinebaug 
Valley Community College and then transferred to 
Montserrat College of Art in Beverly. There, she says, 
she “felt like a real artist.” She was close to Boston and 
studied sculpture and interdisciplinary art and dreamed 
of a career in fine art. But her support system was in 
Northeast Connecticut and so she returned finding an 
outlet for her work at craft fairs. She established her 
first artists’ consignment shop in Danielson and as her 
mother predicted, she soon outgrew the space and 
moved to Main Street taking space in the former Gil’s 
Shoe Barn. The store means that her work isn’t “packed 
up” between craft shows. She has space to show her 


: jewelry and home décor along with the work of others. 


Masson invents craft classes that she teaches in the 
shop, for Killingly Parks and Recreation departments, 
and as free activities for kids at First Fridays in Putnam 


and Concerts in the Park at Davis Park in Danielson. 
She accepts custom orders and has found another niche 
with private classes for a home-schooled student whose 
parent came in looking for more than she could offer 
her child. Masson is creating a community for herself 
and other hardworking local artists to display their 
work and teach. 

“Everybody’s imagination is different,” she says of 
her efforts to cultivate the imaginations of all who visit 
Tunk City Revival. Even the kits she makes include 
no directions, which seems to sum up her philosophy 
and her pleasure in teaching her classes. Not only do 
they “give people something to do,” but the results are 
“awesome.” 


Classes run throughout the year and are seasonally 
themed. December was filled with crafts projects for 
home décor and gifting: beaded earrings, Elf leg paint 
night, and building wine cork Christmas trees. Fee 
for all classes--$20. 


Kids projects included making ornaments and 
teacher gifts (a generous number included in the 
registration fee). 


Adult classes (6-8 pm) include Adult Beverages 
(BYOB), so consider enrolling your children in Kids 
Art Club, which is offered from 4 to 6:30 p.m. 


Current information about classes and other store 
happenings is always posted on Facebook. RSVP for 
classes on Facebook @TunkCityRevival or call (860) 
382-3635. 


Tunk City Revival, 100 Main Street Danielson 
https://www.facebook.com/tunkcityrevival/ 
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PUTNAM TRAVELER NEWS : NORTHEAST, CONNECTICUT 


A PILE OF ROCKS IN A MASONS 
HANDS...BECOMES A WALL 


Stone by stone, the boundary wall between Thompson’s Route 193 and the Marianapolis Prep 


athletic fields has been rebuilt enhancing the campus boundary. Each weekday through the wet 


spring and hot summer of 2018, masons have been at the site reconstructing the weather beaten 


boundary wall. This long, smooth line of stone wall is a few hundred yards to the north 


of a new wall built in 2017 by the same masons to flank the new driveway at 206 Thompson Road. 


BY CAROLINE SLOAT 


ll 640 feet of the finished wall is dry stone-—just 
as it was in the hands of the original masons 
more than a century ago. Although time had 
taken its toll, it is dry stone again and ready to 
stand for another century-or two. Really, no cement? 
In truth a small amount was used for the column at the 
end, but this bonding is not visible or exposed to the 
weather. The four-sided column, similar to those nearby 
at the entry to the monastery driveway, requires a more 
support than the two-sided wall. 

Fernandis, owner of the Custom Mason 
construction firm, compliments his father-in-law, José 
Coelho, the genius who selected and placed the stones, 
for the tidy job. “There are not a lot of guys around 
doing this work,” says Fernandis admiringly. “He’s old 
school. José likes the results in his hands and he likes 
to talk about the work and answer questions about the 
wall. The day when there are no walls to build ... that 
day he will feel bad.” 

That day is not likely to come soon, however. One 
the day of our visit, José shared a photograph album 
that includes many of his local projects. Each begins 
with piles of rocks that are gradually organized into 
walls: straight walls, curved walls, retaining walls, 
walls flanking walks and driveways. But there’s much 
more that he has built in the area: steps, carefully fitted 
patios, a pool with a fountain, an outdoor fireplace, and 
a beehive oven. Among the projects he has done for 
Marianapolis are repairs to the old stone water tower 
on campus, decorative elements on the old monastery 
landscape, and, recently, the wall beside the road at the 
entrance to the new Marian residence. 

Fernando and José explain the technique for 
constructing a wall. This one is four feet high on the 
street side and because of the slope, higher at points on 
the campus side. The path the wall will take is marked 
with carefully placed strings to align its route and height 
when complete. “The work has to be squared up and 
José does it by eyeballing. He has the technique in his 
head.” 
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The wall is built on a foundation that is two 
feet deep; this hole is filled with gravel, to filter out 
rainwater, so that without water building up there is no 
danger of freezing and thawing that causes the stones to 
shift. The first rocks placed are the biggest ones to create 
a stable base. It is important to have a gravel foundation 
because “when the wall is built on sand the water acts 
like a drain and washes out the foundation.” So it’s 
heavy stone on the bottom until the desired height is 
reached ending with two stones on the top—one wide 
and one smaller one with any gaps filled with flat stones 
that compact and hold the wall together. 

José typically works without plans. “He learned 
from his father, who trained all his sons on his work 
sites in Brazil. He has the technique in his head,” says 


Fernandis. “He knows his stone; he doesn’t need it 
prepared. He just uses a hammer. If the stone doesn’t 
fit, he will use a hammer to hit it just right and make it 
fit. His tools are simple and don’t require electricity at 
the site: a long crowbar; mallet, hammer, catchpole, and 
a big sledge hammer. When we laid them out for the 
picture, José included the fuel that powers the project— 
Portuguese bread and a thermos of strong black coffee. 
(Plus a cooler filled with bottled water.) At 640 feet, the 
Marianapolis wall is too long for a wheelbarrow, so he 
has brought in a Bobcat to move stones up to height and 
over the distance. 


They won't miss the roadside worksite when this 
job is finished. Working so close to the traffic has 
been stressful. Comparable work in a city would have 
required police presence. Here, they have met the 
requirements for working on a state road and the Town 





of Thompson by posting signs to give drivers notice 

a half mile before they pass the cones placed where 
they are actively working. As José observes: “there is 
machinery and people at work and still drivers pass like 
maniacs. This isa 35 mph zone. What does an orange 
cone mean?” 

Custom Masons are proud to work for 
Marianapolis and for the trust and opportunities that 
the school and their other clients have given them. 
José appreciates this respect for him and the skills 
that he brings to each job. Custom Masons can be 
reached by telephone: (781) 853-3045 
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PUTNAM TRAVELER NEWS : 


NORTHEAST, CONNECTICUT 


I-VALE FARMS 


Home of The John Bennett Stables 


John Bennett is as happy a man as one could hope to meet. On a clear winter afternoon as he walked a handsome chestnut Quarter horse along 
the fence line at Hi Vale Stables on Pierce Road in Putnam, he was in his element. The farm, once owned by his father, is brimming with activity. 


Bennett, after a long, successful career at the University of Connecticut where he was the manager of the Horse Facilities Unit, devotes his time and 


talent to doing what he loves best: training and driving horses and teaching other horse lovers how to hone their skills and enjoy the experience. 


rowing up on a dairy farm, John knew as a 
(5" that he wanted to work with horses 
more than cows. His father, at first reluctant 

to get him a pony or a horse, saw the depth of his son’s 
interest and purchased a pony that was trained for 
driving. Soon young John was driving his father and 
others around town in his pony cart and honing the 
skills that would serve him well. By the time his was 
ten or twelve years old, he knew that he wanted to train 
and drive horses. He has never wavered. By the time 
he was 17 he was training horses for a growing clientele 
and developing a deep interest in Morgan horses, a 
breed especially loved in New England, where it was 
developed. 

When a position at UConn was offered to him, 
he was a first reluctant as he was building Hi Vale 
Stables into a respected business, but the opportunity 
to return to his alma mater and build the program was 
irresistible. As a 
manager, coach, 
teacher and 
trainer, Bennett 
interacted with 
hundreds of 
students, faculty 
members, 
researchers and 
staff. He was 
much in demand 
for his classes in 
Judging, Horse 
Selection and 
Management, but 
he is proudest 
of a course 
he developed 
called Foal 
Watch and Foal 
Management. 

“Seeing the 
students devote 
countless hours to being with mares as they were about 
to give birth and then watching the students holding 
a foal in their arms is one of the greatest things ever,” 
Bennett said. 

Carriage driving is another of Bennett’s specialties. 
He noted with a chuckle the he is often called the “guru 
of pair driving” and enjoys driving himself and teaching 
others. He claims to have no particular preference as 
to breed for driving, but likes a horse that looks him 
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Unique Clothing & Gifts 
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(next to the Woodstock Fairgrounds) 


| 860-928-1514 Open W - 5, 10-5 and Sun 12-5 


: John’s daughter, Kay is in 


BY NANCY P. WEISS 


ed ale} Kox-Mexelelat-t-\¥me) ma | MAYC-1 {=o} t-1e) (1-3 


in the eye and seems to communicate a willingness to 
work together. A remarkable array of winning ribbons 





“Riding builds confidence. We like to help people 


: reach their goals while also having fun. The horse 


attests to his skill at selecting, training and working with : business is really recreational. In the future we may hold 


driving horses. The recognition earned by his students 
is equally as satisfying. 
At Hi Vale Stables, 


charge of lessons, giving 
50 to 60 lessons a week, 
primarily in hunt seat 
and driving, with special 
expertise in working with 
beginners. During the 
show season, horses are 
boarded at the farm where 
they and their owners 
hone their skills before 
being transported to horse 
shows to compete. 

Recently John was presented with the Hall of 
Fame Award from Eastern States Exposition for his 
contribution to the horse industry. He was nominated 
by the CT. Morgan Horse Association and joins an 
illustrious list of equine super stars. 

No matter how celebrated Bennett may be, his focus 
is always on his human clientele as well. 





: more events here such as carriage driving. We want to 


get better rather than bigger,” 
said Bennett as nearby his 
daughter started grooming 
the saw dust in the indoor 
arena in preparation for 
late afternoon and evening 
lessons. 
It is likely that 
Hi Vale Stables will go 
on to be a 4th generation 
operation. With the winning 
combination of good 
humor, proven expertise, 
sound management and 
a consistent flow of new 
and returning riders, John Bennett and his family are 
positioned to be among the first tier of sables in the 
region. He is a happy man who welcomes others to 
share in his love for all things equine. 


To contact Hi Vale Stables: Katherinebennett99@ 
hotmail.com, or 860-455-3296. 


Freshest Ingredients Prepared With A Continental Touch 
GOURMET DINING * SEASONAL MENU °* FINE WINE 


SEATING 
Tues-Thurs 5-8:30 
Fri & Sat 5-9:00 
Sunday Brunch 11-2:00 
& Dinner 4-8:00 


Reservations Requested 


~ Inviting Ambience of a Classic Era ~ 
A Hidden Gem in Connecticut’s Quiet Corner 


860-974-3456 


29 Plaine Hill Road 
Woodstock, CT 
974-3456 
Visit us on the web at 
mansionatbaldhill.com 


Make Your Next Special Occasion “Simply Memorable” 
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5 main 


“An outing to 85 Main can make you feel like you’ve been on vacation” 
-Worcester Telegram & Gazette 


American Fusion Cuisine 
fresh, local, organic, sustainable, artistically driven ingredients 


Casual Fine Dining 
inviting & contemporary bar atmosphere 


Seafood ¢ Steak * Vegetarian ¢ FullBar ¢ Creative Cocktails « Extensive Wine List 
Gluten Free © Inspired Daily Specials ¢ Gift Cards Available ¢ Private Dining Room 


JOIN US FOR HAPPY HOUR 4-6PM 
Wednesday Nights - Bar Only 


‘3 ‘ " Best § Seafoad: Best Wine List, | ZAGAT RATED 2016 _ 2016 City Beat Customer s 
Best Mixed Drinks, Best Bartender he he she erg ts Satisfaction Award! 


wee = Norwich Bulletin . | kk kkk 


One 


85 Main St. Putnam CT © www.85main.com °¢ 


. 


AN YA 





_ cr cr a. 
HH dining ——— i, Kids Menu 


Enjoy fine dining, in good company. 
Relax. Stay awhile. 
We look forward to hearing from you! 


anya-dining.com | 860.315.5959 
AY Ct 193 Thompson Ct 06277 


Quiet Corner Inn 


www.quietcornerinn.com 


¢ Newly Renovated 
¢ Cable TV with HBO 
¢ Non Smoking Rooms 
e Micro / Fridge Available 
e Air Conditioned 
e Hairdryers In All Rooms 
e Free Highspeed Internet 
e Restaurants/Shopping Nearby 


Exit 37-W 
(Old Exit 97) Off 395 


Major Credit Cards Accepted 


Minutes From Foxwoods Casino & Mohegan Sun 


860°774°9644 


479 Providence Rd. (Rt. 6) Brooklyn, CT 





Don’t Miss Out On The Next Issue — to Advertise Call... 860-963-0414 or visit www.PutnamTraveler.com 





